Papers for Development Economics - Nova SBE 2024/25

Brais Alvarez Pereira

You will have access to the final version of this document during the exam. It contains the
papers that you are supposed to know (all in Moodle by topic), in two different categories:

a. Papers that you should know well enough to respond questions about their key
elements - full exams questions about the paper.

b. Papers that you should know just well enough to cite them when elaborating
responses based on multiple references - the list contains the papers in (a).

To facilitate finding papers in the long list, this is divided by broad topics. Notice that some
papers might be relevant for two different topics but appear only in one of them.

Papers to know

Acemoglu, D., Johnson, S., & Robinson, J. A. (2001). The colonial origins of comparative
development: An empirical investigation. American economic review, 91(5), 1369-1401.

Balboni, C., Bandiera, O., Burgess, R., Ghatak, M., & Heil, A. (2022). Why do people stay
poor?. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 137(2), 785-844.

Banerjee, A., Duflo, E., Glennerster, R., & Kinnan, C. (2015). The miracle of microfinance?
Evidence from a randomized evaluation. American economic journal: Applied economics,
7(1), 22-53.

Bjorkman, Martina, and Jakob Svensson (2009), Power to the People: Evidence from a
Randomized Field Experiment on Community-Based Monitoring in Uganda, Quarterly
Journal of Economics, 124(2), pp 735-769.

Cohen, J., & Dupas, P. (2010). Free distribution or cost-sharing? Evidence from a randomized
malaria prevention experiment. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 125(1), 1-45.

Dell, M., Jones, B. F.,, & Olken, B. A. (2012). Temperature shocks and economic growth:
Evidence from the last half century. American Economic Journal: Macroeconomics, 4(3), 66-
95.

Dube, Oeindrila, and Juan F. Vargas. 2013. "Commodity Price Shocks and Civil Conflict:
Evidence from Colombia." The Review of Economic Studies 80(4): 1384-1421.



Fearon, J. D., Humphreys, M., & Weinstein, J. M. (2009). Can development aid contribute to
social cohesion after civil war? Evidence from a field experiment in post-conflict Liberia.
American Economic Review, 99(2), 287-291.

Jones, Benjamin F., and Benjamin A. Olken. “Do Leaders Matter? National Leadership and
Growth Since World War I1.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 120, no. 3 (2005): 835-864.

Nunn, Nathan. 2008. "The Long-Term Effects of Africa's Slave Trades." Quarterly Journal of
Economics 123(1): 139-176.

Riley, E. (2024). Role models in movies: The impact of Queen of Katwe on students’
educational attainment. Review of Economics and Statistics, 106(2), 334-351.

References to cite
1. Aid and curses:

Armand, Alex, Alexander Coutts, Pedro C. Vicente, and Inés Vilela. 2020. “Does Information
Break the Political Resource Curse? Experimental Evidence from Mozambique.” American
Economic Review 110(11): 3431-53.

Berman, Nicolas, Mathieu Couttenier, Dominic Rohner, and Mathias Thoenig. 2017. “This
Mine Is Mine! How Minerals Fuel Conflicts in Africa.” American Economic Review 107(6):
1564-1610.

Boone, Peter. 1996. “Politics and the Effectiveness of Foreign Aid.” European Economic
Review 40(2): 289-329.

Brunnschweiler, C. N. (2008). Cursing the blessings? Natural resource abundance,
institutions, and economic growth. World development, 36(3), 399-419.

Burnside, Craig, and David Dollar. 2000. “Aid, Policies, and Growth.” American Economic
Review 90(4): 847-868.

Caselli, Francesco, and Guy Michaels. 2013. “Do Oil Windfalls Improve Living Standards?
Evidence from Brazil.” American Economic Journal: Applied Economics 5(1): 208-238.

Collier, Paul, and Anke Hoeffler. 2004. “Greed and Grievance in Civil War.” Oxford Economic
Papers 56(4): 563-595.

Dube, Oeindrila, and Juan F. Vargas. 2013. “Commodity Price Shocks and Civil Conflict:
Evidence from Colombia.” The Review of Economic Studies 80(4): 1384-1421.



Dunia, De la Sierra and Yu 2025, “Moral Violence: Unbundling Social Preferences at the
Heart of a Major Armed Group in Congo”. Work in progress.

Easterly, William, Ross Levine, and David Roodman. 2004. “Aid, Policies, and Growth:
Comment.” American Economic Review 94(3): 774-780.

Easterly, W., & Levine, R. (1997). Africa’s growth tragedy: policies and ethnic divisions. The
quarterly journal of economics, 1203-1250.

Eifert, B., Miguel, E., & Posner, D. N. (2010). Political competition and ethnic identification in
Africa. American journal of political science, 54(2), 494-510.

Guidolin, M., & La Ferrara, E. (2007). Diamonds are forever, wars are not: Is conflict bad for
private firms?. American Economic Review, 97(5), 1978-1993.

Habyarimana, J., Humphreys, M., Posner, D. N., & Weinstein, J. M. (2007). Why does ethnic
diversity undermine public goods provision?. American political science review, 101(4), 709-
725.

Kuziemko, I., & Werker, E. (2006). How much is a seat on the Security Council worth? Foreign
aid and bribery at the United Nations. Journal of political economy, 114(5), 905-930.

Mehlum, H., Moene, K., & Torvik, R. (2006). Institutions and the resource curse. The
economic journal, 116(508), 1-20.

Montalvo, J. G., & Reynal-Querol, M. (2021). Ethnic diversity and growth: Revisiting the
evidence. Review of Economics and Statistics, 103(3), 521-532.

Posner, Daniel N. 2004. “The Political Salience of Cultural Difference: Why Chewas and
Tumbukas Are Allies in Zambia and Adversaries in Malawi.” American Political Science
Review 98(4): 529-545.

Rajan, R. G., & Subramanian, A. (2008). Aid and growth: What does the cross-country
evidence really show?. The Review of economics and Statistics, 90(4), 643-665.

Rajan, Raghuram G., and Arvind Subramanian. 2011. “Aid, Dutch Disease, and
Manufacturing Growth.” Journal of Development Economics 94(1): 106-118.

Sachs, J. D., & Warner, A. (1995). Natural resource abundance and economic growth. NBER
Working Paper



2. Institutions and democracy, corruption, and community driven development:

Acemoglu, D., Johnson, S., & Robinson, J. A. (2001). The colonial origins of comparative
development: An empirical investigation. American economic review, 91(5), 1369-1401.

Aker, Jenny C., Paul Collier, and Pedro C. Vicente. “Is Information Power? Using Mobile
Phones and Free Newspapers during an Election in Mozambique.” Review of Economics and
Statistics 99, no. 2 (2017): 185-200.

Bertrand, M., Djankov, S., Hanna, R., & Mullainathan, S. (2007). Obtaining a driver’s license
in India: an experimental approach to studying corruption. The Quarterly Journal of
Economics, 122(4), 1639-1676.

Bjorkman, Martina, and Jakob Svensson (2009), Power to the People: Evidence from a
Randomized Field Experiment on Community-Based Monitoring in Uganda, Quarterly
Journal of Economics, 124(2), pp 735-769;

Collier, Paul, and Pedro C. Vicente. “Votes and Violence: Evidence from a Field Experiment
in Nigeria.” Economic Journal 124, no. 574 (2014): F327-F355.

Fearon, J. D., Humphreys, M., & Weinstein, J. M. (2009). Can development aid contribute to
social cohesion after civil war? Evidence from a field experiment in post-conflict Liberia.
American Economic Review, 99(2), 287-291.

Ferraz, Claudio, and Frederico Finan. “Electoral Accountability and Corruption: Evidence
from the Audits of Local Governments.” American Economic Review 101, no. 4 (2011): 1274-
1311.

Ferraz, Claudio, and Frederico Finan. “Exposing Corrupt Politicians: The Effects of Brazil’s
Publicly Released Audits on Electoral Outcomes.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 123, no.
2(2008): 703-745.

Feyrer, James, and Bruce Sacerdote. “Colonialism and Modern Income: Islands as Natural
Experiments.” The Review of Economics and Statistics 91, no. 2 (2009): 245-262.

Fisman, R., & Miguel, E. (2007). Corruption, norms, and legal enforcement: Evidence from
diplomatic parking tickets. Journal of Political economy, 115(6), 1020-1048.

Hodler, R., & Raschky, P. A. (2014). Regional favoritism. The Quarterly Journal of Economics,
129(2), 995-1033.

Jones, Benjamin F., and Benjamin A. Olken. “Do Leaders Matter? National Leadership and
Growth Since World War I1.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 120, no. 3 (2005): 835-864.



Mauro, P. (1995). Corruption and growth. The quarterly journal of economics, 110(3), 681-
712.

Nunn, Nathan. 2008. “The Long-Term Effects of Africa’s Slave Trades.” Quarterly Journal of
Economics 123(1): 139-176.

Olken, B. A., & Barron, P. (2009). The simple economics of extortion: evidence from trucking
in Aceh. Journal of Political Economy, 117(3), 417-452.

Olken, B. A. (2010). Direct democracy and local public goods: Evidence from a field
experimentin Indonesia. American political science review, 104(2), 243-267.

Reinikka, R., & Svensson, J. (2006). Using micro-surveys to measure and explain corruption.
World Development, 34(2), 359-370.

Vicente, P. C. (2010). Does oil corrupt? Evidence from a natural experiment in West Africa.
Journal of development Economics, 92(1), 28-38.

Wantchekon, Leonard (2003), Clientelism and Voting Behavior: Evidence from a Field
Experiment in Benin, World Politics, 55, pp. 399-422.

3. Health, education and social programs:

Ashraf, N., Bandiera, O., Davenport, E., & Lee, S. S. (2020). Losing prosociality in the quest
for talent? Sorting, selection, and productivity in the delivery of public services. American
Economic Review, 110(5), 1355-1394.

Balboni, C., Bandiera, O., Burgess, R., Ghatak, M., & Heil, A. (2022). Why do people stay
poor?. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 137(2), 785-844.

Banerjee, A. V., Cole, S., Duflo, E., & Linden, L. (2007). Remedying education: Evidence from
two randomized experiments in India. The quarterly journal of economics, 122(3), 1235-
1264.

Cardim, J., Molina-Millan, T., & Vicente, P. C. (2023). Can technology improve the classroom
experience in primary education? An African experiment on a worldwide program. Journal of
Development Economics, 164, 103145.

Cohen, J., & Dupas, P. (2010). Free distribution or cost-sharing? Evidence from a randomized
malaria prevention experiment. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 125(1), 1-45.



Duflo, E. (2001). Schooling and labor market consequences of school construction in
Indonesia: Evidence from an unusual policy experiment. American economic review, 91(4),
795-813.

Duflo, E., Hanna, R., & Ryan, S. P. (2012). Incentives work: Getting teachers to come to
school. American economic review, 102(4), 1241-1278.

Fracchia, M., Molina-Millan, T., & Vicente, P. C. (2023). Motivating volunteer health workers
in an African capital city. Journal of Development Economics, 163, 103096.

Gertler, P. (2004). Do conditional cash transfers improve child health? Evidence from
PROGRESA' s control randomized experiment. American economic review, 94(2), 336-341.

Glewwe, P., Kremer, M., & Moulin, S. (2009). Many children left behind? Textbooks and test
scores in Kenya. American economic journal: Applied economics, 1(1), 112-135.

Miguel, E., & Kremer, M. (2004). Worms: identifying impacts on education and health in the
presence of treatment externalities. Econometrica, 72(1), 159-217.

Nyqvist, M. B., Guariso, A., Svensson, J., & Yanagizawa-Drott, D. (2019). Reducing child
mortality in the last mile: experimental evidence on community health promoters in Uganda.
American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 11(3), 155-192.

Riley, E. (2024). Role models in movies: The impact of Queen of Katwe on students’
educational attainment. Review of Economics and Statistics, 106(2), 334-351.

Schultz, T. P. (2004). School subsidies for the poor: evaluating the Mexican Progresa poverty
program. Journal of development Economics, 74(1), 199-250.

4. Financialinclusion, and energy and environment:

Ashraf, N., Karlan, D., & Yin, W. (2006). Tying Odysseus to the mast: Evidence from a
commitment savings productin the Philippines. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 121(2),
635-672.

Banerjee, A., Duflo, E., Glennerster, R., & Kinnan, C. (2015). The miracle of microfinance?
Evidence from a randomized evaluation. American economic journal: Applied economics,
7(1), 22-53.

Burgess, R., Hansen, M., Olken, B. A., Potapov, P., & Sieber, S. (2012). The political economy
of deforestation in the tropics. The Quarterly journal of economics, 127(4), 1707-1754.



Burgess, R., Greenstone, M., Ryan, N., & Sudarshan, A. (2020). The consequences of treating
electricity as a right. Journal of Economic Perspectives, 34(1), 145-169.

Dell, M., Jones, B. F.,, & Olken, B. A. (2012). Temperature shocks and economic growth:
Evidence from the last half century. American Economic Journal: Macroeconomics, 4(3), 66-
95.

Dinkelman, T. (2011). The effects of rural electrification on employment: New evidence from
South Africa. American Economic Review, 101(7), 3078-3108.

Dupas, P., & Robinson, J. (2013). Savings constraints and microenterprise development:
Evidence from a field experiment in Kenya. American Economic Journal: Applied
Economics, 5(1), 163-192.

Jack, W., &Suri, T. (2014). Risk sharing and transactions costs: Evidence from Kenya's mobile
money revolution. American Economic Review, 104(1), 183-223.

Jayachandran, S., De Laat, J., Lambin, E. F., Stanton, C. Y., Audy, R., & Thomas, N. E. (2017).
Cash for carbon: A randomized trial of payments for ecosystem services to reduce
deforestation. Science, 357(6348), 267-273.

Lipscomb, M., Mobarak, A. M., & Barham, T. (2013). Development effects of electrification:
Evidence from the topographic placement of hydropower plants in Brazil. American
Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 5(2), 200-231.

Udry, C. (1994). Risk and insurance in a rural credit market: An empirical investigation in
northern Nigeria. The Review of Economic Studies, 61(3), 495-526.

Yang, D. (2008). International migration, remittances and household investment: Evidence
from Philippine migrants’ exchange rate shocks. The Economic Journal, 118(528), 591-630.



