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Preliminary ideas 

The review of the literature is common to all dissertations and theses.

- It is not a compartmentalised stage of research – you should constantly review the literature until the submission day.

Adapted from Grix, 2019

Why to conduct a literature review? 

• To focus and clarify the research problem. 

• To expose you to, and enable you to demonstrate a familiarity with, the approaches, theories, methods and sources 

used in your topic area.

• To highlight the key debates, terms and concepts employed in your topic area.

• To provide you with accumulated knowledge and understanding of a given field and around a topic.

• To assist in identifying a ‘gap’ in the literature, thereby justifying your own study.

• To contextualise your project within a wide-ranging existent knowledge base.

• To, ideally, make you an expert in the field of your choice as part your academic development.
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Introduction

Three ways in which you are likely to use literature review in your research project.

Saunders et al., 2020

1st

Preliminary search 

• To help generate and refine your research ideas and draft your ethics

application and research proposal

2nd

Critical review 

• To provide the context and theoretical framework for your research.

3rd

Discussion of the results 

• To place your findings within the wider body of knowledge.
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Saunders et al., 2020, p. 73

Although the literature you read will enhance your subject knowledge and help clarify the research question(s), 

only those that are relevant to your research should be included in the literature review. 

“critically reviewing the literature”

The literature review process



Adopting a critical perspective on your reading  

Ask yourself the following questions when critically reading the literature: 

1. Why am I reading this?

2. What is the author trying to do when writing this?

3. What is the writer saying that is relevant to what I want to find?

4. How convincing is what the author is writing?

5. What use can I make of the reading?

A critical literature review should:

• Include key academic theories within the chosen area of research that are relevant to contextualise the research 

question.

e.g., Social Identity Theory & Team Identification.

e.g., Balance theory & Sponsor-sponsee fit.

• Demonstrate up-to-date knowledge of the topic under research.

• Enable readers to find the original publications that are cited trough clear and complete referencing.

Saunders et al., 2020



Example

https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/cog/em/2021/00000025/00000002/art00002;jsessionid=1ce167aki9sgh.x-ic-live-03

Key theories to contextualise the study Show up-to-date knowledge Enable readers to find the original 
publications 

https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/cog/em/2021/00000025/00000002/art00002;jsessionid=1ce167aki9sgh.x-ic-live-03


Meaning of “critical”

Adapted from Saunders et al., 2020; Franco et al., 2021

Being critical in reviewing the literature is a combination of your skills and the attitude with which you read.

• Be willing to question what you read.

• Justify your own critical stance with clear arguments and references to the literature rather than just giving your opinion. 

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0254940

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0254940


Meaning of “critical”

Saunders et al., 2020

• Refer to and assess research by recognised experts in your chosen area.

• Consider and discuss research that supports and research that opposes your ideas.

• Make reasoned judgements regarding the value of others’ research, showing clearly how it relates to your 

own research and acknowledging key work.

• Justify your arguments with valid evidence in a logical manner.

• Distinguish clearly between fact and opinion.

• Ensure your references are completely accurate.

https://journals.humankinetics.com/view/journals/jsm/29
/6/article-p601.xml

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1
080/16184742.2013.865776 https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080

/16184742.2021.1938630

https://journals.humankinetics.com/view/journals/jsm/29/6/article-p601.xml
https://journals.humankinetics.com/view/journals/jsm/29/6/article-p601.xml
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/16184742.2013.865776
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/16184742.2013.865776
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/16184742.2021.1938630
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/16184742.2021.1938630


Structuring and drafting the critical review  

Your literature review should 
juxtapose different author’s ideas 
and form your own opinions based 
on these.

 Avoid using a purely 
descriptive approach 
noting what was done 
previously.

 Avoid “Author A found... 
Author B noted... Author C 
mentioned...”



Structuring and drafting the critical review

Suggested structure 

1. Start at a more general level before narrowing down to your specific research question(s) and objectives.

e.g. Fan satisfaction: why is fan satisfaction important? 

2. Provide a brief overview of key ideas and themes 

e.g. What is meant by fan satisfaction? How to measure it? 

3. Summarise, compare and contrast the research of the key authors

4. Narrow down to highlight previous research work most relevant to your own research

5. Provide a detailed account of the findings of extant research and show how they are related to your study

6. Highlight aspects in your own research that may provide fresh insights 

7. Lead readers into subsequent sections of your own project report, which explore these issues 

Saunders et al., 2020



Example 

BROAD topic area 
(e.g. marketing strategy)

NARROWER topic area 
(e.g. sport marketing strategy)

NARROWER topic area 
(e.g. sponsorship in sport)

EVEN NARROWER topic area 
(e.g. sponsorship in football)

NARROWEST topic area 
(e.g. shirt sponsorship in football)



Literature sources 

Saunders et al., 2020

Journals Refereed academic journals (peer review before publication to assess the quality and suitability)

- Often written by experts in the field 

- The language is often technical and very specialised as prior knowledge of the topic is assumed

e.g., Journal of Sport Management

e.g., Sport Management Review

e.g., European Sport Management Quarterly

e.g., See more examples in the slides of week 1 – Unit presentation

Professional journals 
- Contain a mix of news-related items and specialised articles

- Articles are more oriented towards professional needs

- Often representative of an individual or organisation’s views 

Books Written for specific audiences 
- Academic markets – more theoretically routed

- Professional markets – more applied knowledge 

Information often presented in a more accessible manner than in journals

e.g., simplified summaries of the content in journal articles

Useful introductory sources 

Newspapers  Good sources of topical events  
- BUT newspapers main contain bias in their coverage; reporting can also be inaccurate 



Literature sources 

Reports Market research reports (e.g., Mintel; Deloitte), Government reports, Academic reports
- Sometimes difficult to gain access (not available on libraries) 

Conference proceedings  Often not available in Libraries
- Conference websites are often the best way to get access.

Theses  MPhil and PhD
- https://ethos.bl.uk/Home.do;jsessionid=620698A78B4161E0DB62F140DBA23A06

https://www.thesun.co.uk/who/e
mma-raducanu/

Which source(s) is(are) likely reliable? Why?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/tennis/588
52217

https://www.sciencedirect.com/scien
ce/article/pii/S1469029213001180

https://ethos.bl.uk/Home.do;jsessionid=620698A78B4161E0DB62F140DBA23A06
https://www.thesun.co.uk/who/emma-raducanu/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/who/emma-raducanu/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/tennis/58852217
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/tennis/58852217
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1469029213001180
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1469029213001180


Literature search strategy 

Saunders et al., 2020

Define the parameters of your search
• Language of publication (e.g., English)

• Subject area (e.g., sport governance)

• Geographical area (e.g., Europe)

• Publication period (e.g., the last 10 years)

• Literature type (e.g., Refereed journals and books)

Generate the search terms 
• Words and expressions that describe your research question(s) and

objectives

• More details in Week 4

Select online databases and search engines 
• See library resources

• See details in Week 4 materials
https://bath-ac-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-

explore/search?vid=44BAT_VU1&tab=local&scope=CSCOP_44BAT_DEEP&sortby=ran

k&pcAvailability=false&mode=advanced

Select the relevant studies
• Is the article relevant for my RQ and objectives?

• Methodological rigour? Theory robustness? Good arguments

presented?

• Ranks/metrics for peer reviewed journals (ABDC; ABS; Scopus

Quartiles; Impact Factor; …)

https://bath-ac-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/search?vid=44BAT_VU1&tab=local&scope=CSCOP_44BAT_DEEP&sortby=rank&pcAvailability=false&mode=advanced
https://bath-ac-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/search?vid=44BAT_VU1&tab=local&scope=CSCOP_44BAT_DEEP&sortby=rank&pcAvailability=false&mode=advanced
https://bath-ac-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/search?vid=44BAT_VU1&tab=local&scope=CSCOP_44BAT_DEEP&sortby=rank&pcAvailability=false&mode=advanced


Recording the literature 

Adapted from Saunders et al., 2020

A. Take notes of every piece of literature that you read

• Highlight key ideas from the text.

• Use quotation marks and page number if you are copying the text exactly.

B. Record the bibliographic details

• Use the referencing style adopted by the University.

• For online items, you need the full Internet address.



Recording the literature 

Saunders et al., 2020

C. Write down a brief summary of the content

• Main ideas to help structuring the literature review.

• It helps to locate relevant items and referencing.

D. Record supplementary information



Literature review matrix – examples 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2He9ow5n9w

https://www.scribd.com/doc/262129873/APA-Literature-Review-Matrix-
Template

https://guides.library.vcu.edu/health-sciences-lit-review/organize

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2He9ow5n9w
https://www.scribd.com/doc/262129873/APA-Literature-Review-Matrix-Template
https://www.scribd.com/doc/262129873/APA-Literature-Review-Matrix-Template
https://guides.library.vcu.edu/health-sciences-lit-review/organize


Using Systematic Review 

Adapted from Saunders et al., 2020

Systematic Review? 

It is a process for reviewing the literature using a comprehensive planned strategy to locate existent literature, evaluate the

contribution, analyse and synthetise the findings and report the evidence to allow conclusions to be reached about what is known and

what should be new research directions.

Suggested steps:

1. Formulate the review question (often based on previous scans and explorations of the literature)

2. Locate and generate a comprehensive list of potentially relevant studies (i.e., database searches, specialist bibliographies, etc.)

3. Select and evaluate relevant studies using predetermined inclusion and exclusion criteria

4. Analise and synthetise the relevant studies (e.g., methods, research questions, results, etc.)

5. Report the results

PRISMA checklist often provides good support for systematic reviews

http://prisma-statement.org/



Flow diagram for reporting Systematic Review 

Saunders et al., 2020, p. 110



Examples – Systematic Reviews  

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02614367.2020.1
800804?journalCode=rlst20

https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/cog/em/2021/00000025
/00000002/art00002;jsessionid=1i6f2w8x6mhaa.x-ic-live-03

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02614367.2020.1800804?journalCode=rlst20
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02614367.2020.1800804?journalCode=rlst20
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/cog/em/2021/00000025/00000002/art00002;jsessionid=1i6f2w8x6mhaa.x-ic-live-03
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/cog/em/2021/00000025/00000002/art00002;jsessionid=1i6f2w8x6mhaa.x-ic-live-03


Plagiarism 

Saunders et al., 2020

Plagiarism? 

It refers to:

- Presenting work or ideas as if they were your own when in reality they are the work and ideas of someone else.

- Failing to acknowledge the original source.

Common forms of plagiarism:

1. Stealing material from another source

e.g. Buying a paper from a research service or essay bank

e.g. Copying a whole paper from a source text without proper acknowledgement

e.g. Submitting another student’s work with or without his/her acknowledgement

2. Submitting a paper written by someone else and passing it off as if your own

3. Copying sections or material from one or more source texts, supplying proper documentation (e.g. full reference), but

leaving out quotation marks

4. Paraphrasing material from one or more source texts without supplying proper documentation
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Review Questions

1. Why is it important to have a clear focus and well-formulated research questions for conducting the literature review?

2. What problems might you encounter if the focus of your study is too broad or too narrow?

3. What are the potential uses of the literature review in research?

4. List three sources of bibliographical information and their advantages and limitations.

5. Identify and discuss each type of literature review.

6. Elaborate on the ways in which you are likely to use literature review in your research project.

7. Why is it important to adopt a critical perspective when reviewing the literature?

8. Highlight 5 key aspects while conducting a critical review of the literature.

9. Identify 4 sources that can used for your literature review. Indicate advantages and disadvantages of each.

10. Explain the four steps proposed by Saunders et al. (2020) for a literature review strategy

11. What criteria can be used to assess the value and relevance of the literature obtained during the search?

12. Why is it important to have a record of the literature that was read?

13. What is a systematic review and why it is important?

14. What is plagiarism and why it is a problem?
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Recommend reading

Saunders, M., Lewis, P. and Thornhill, A., 2020. Research methods for business students. 8th ed. Harlow:

Pearson Education. (Chapter 3)

Veal, A. J. and Darcy, S., 2014. Research methods in sport studies and sport management. A practical guide.

New York: Routledge. (Chapter 6)

Gratton, C. and Jones, I., 2015. Research methods for sports studies. 3rd ed. New York: Routledge. (Chapter 5)

Grix, J., 2019. The foundations of research. 3rd ed. London: Red Globe Press. McMillan Research Skills. (Chapter

3)

Collis, J. and Hussey, R., 2014. Business Research: A Practical Guide for Undergraduate and Postgraduate

Students. 4th ed. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. (Chapter 6)
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