Topics on
professional ethics

Joao Joanaz de Melo

NOVA SCHOOL OF
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY




Concepts

® / Ethics - set of values that determine the
® behaviour of a society / branch of

®  Philosophy dedicated to the study of

» morality

B

o / Morality - rules to tell Right from Wrong /
) @ rules of social conduct dictated by superior
@ authority (natural order or divine inspiration)

=® / Deontology - professional ethics

FCT NOVA 2023 Professional ethics © J. Joanaz de Melo




Ethics: what for?

Science tells you what you can do
Ethics tells you what you should do
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Learning ethics

Ethics can not be taught because,
though framed by social mora,
It Is always a personal choice

But it can be learned...
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Topics for reflection

' v"What does society expect of us?
l o / Relevant codes of ethics and conduct?

=® /Major professional duties?
_»
) o« ¥ To whom do we answer?

=® /Kinds of conflicts of interests?
:' : /' Limits to our responsibility?

=® /What do we want of ourselves?
i ®
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What society expects of us
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Code of Ethics of the International
Association for Impact Assessment

The member shall carry out his or her professional activities,
as far as possible, in accordance with emerging principles of
sustainable development and the highest standards of
environmental protection.

The member shall ensure the incorporation of environmental
protection and social or socioeconomic impact considerations

from the earliest stages of project design or policy
development.

The member shall not conduct professional activities in a

manner involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit, misrepresentation
or bias.

The member shall not advertise or present the member’s
services in a manner that may bring discredit to the profession.
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s Confidenciality
| » /' Dignity towards the profession

environment
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To whom do we answer?

T .
| 3 ¥ Our conscience?

=® /Our family?
§ 5 7 Our client or employer?

| & v Our professional corporation?
=® /The scientific community?
(° v/ Society at large?

—

2 » v/ Future generations?

- : v/ The planet Earth?
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=® professional judgement
_ @ .
| ¢ ¥ Personal, party or corporate interests

versus the truth

v/ Where does our responsibility stop?
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The limits of responsibility

- Writen, legal orders are mandatory, if
your superior has authority and assumes it

- Illegal orders or mere suggestions are not!
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What do you expect
of yourself?

Changing theworld! I, too, had such ideas whanl
Ha! Kads stuff!

We're doomed, guys!
It turns out, ifwe donthurry upand
change theworld, theworld

PSOOOOLOOLOOOOLO OGS
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