
Ethics
Classes 5 and 6: Distributive Justice

(Justice, rights, liberty, equality, social 
arrangements, distribution of wealth, the 
purpose and role of the state)

JOANA CORRÊA MONTEIRO & PEDRO FRANCO | ETHICS BSC 2024-25 | CAMPUS CARCAVELOS 



JOANA CORRÊA MONTEIRO & PEDRO FRANCO | ETHICS BSC 2024-25 | CAMPUS CARCAVELOS 



JOANA CORRÊA MONTEIRO & PEDRO FRANCO | ETHICS BSC 2024-25 | CAMPUS CARCAVELOS 



JOANA CORRÊA MONTEIRO & PEDRO FRANCO | ETHICS BSC 2024-25 | CAMPUS CARCAVELOS 



Do you tip? Why?
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“Hereby it is manifest, that during the time men live without a common power to keep 
them all in awe, they are in that condition which is called war; and such a war, as is of 
every man, against every man... The nature of war, consisteth not in actual fighting; but in 
the known disposition thereto, during all the time there is no assurance to the contrary. 
All other time is PEACE.” Leviathan xiii, 8
For the natural laws read Ch. xiv and for the transfer of power to the “Leviathan” read Ch. xvii. 

“Nature (the art whereby God hath made and governs the world) is by the art of man, as 
in many other things, so in this also imitated, that it can make an artificial animal. For 
seeing life is but a motion of the limbs, the beginning whereof is in some principal part 
within; why may we not say, that all automata (engines that move themselves by springs 
and wheels as doth a watch) have an artificial life? … Art goes yet further, imitating that 
rational and most excellent work of nature, man. For by art is created that great 
LEVIATHAN called a COMMONWEALTH, or STATE, (in Latin CIVITAS) which is but an 
artificial man; though of greater stature and strength than the natural, for whose 
protection and defence it was intended.” Leviathan, The Introduction
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“[E]very man has a ‘property’ in his own ‘person.’ This nobody has any right to but himself. The ‘labour’ of his body and the 
‘work’ of his hands, we may say, are properly his. Whatsoever, then, he removes out of the state that Nature hath 
provided and left it in, he hath mixed his labour with it, and joined to it something that is his own, and thereby makes it 
his property.”  Two Treatises of Government II.iv.26

“The state of Nature has a law of Nature to govern it, which obliges every one, 
and reason, which is that law, teaches all mankind who will but consult it, that 
being all equal and independent, no one ought to harm another in his life, 
health, liberty or possessions; … the execution of the law of Nature is in that 
state put into every man’s hands, whereby every one has a right to punish the 
transgressors of that law to such a degree as may hinder its violation.” Two 
Treatises of Government II.ii.6-7

“The great and chief end, therefore, of men uniting into commonwealths, and 
putting themselves under government, is the preservation of their property; to 
which in the state of Nature there are many things wanting.” Two Treatises of 
Government II.ix.124
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JOHN LOCKETHOMAS HOBBES

SOCIAL CONTRACT (SC) THEORIES

- State of war: evil human nature.
- The point of SC is self-preservation.
- Individuals yield their freedom to the 

sovereign.
- The sovereign has absolute power - except 

when they violate the SC.
- Shifts of power are chaotic.
- Distinction between private/public life.

- Human beings are endowed with reason 
and reasonability.

- There is a social life in the state of nature - 
hence, shifts of power are peaceful.

- SC is a preventive mechanism to protect 
natural rights (life, liberty and property).

- Citizens can institute new governments.
- Focus on personal conscience and 

toleration.



CHECK POINT REFLECTION

What have I learned in this module 
on distributive justice?
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